
Building for Our 
Students’ Future

February 11, 2020 Capital Bond



About our district

• About 9,800 students

• Three high schools

• Two middle schools

• 10 elementary schools

• ECEAP and preschool programs

• One alternative learning program

• One cooperative program for homeschool families
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About our district

Top languages spoken in our schools:

• English

• Spanish

• Russian

• Ukrainian
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About our district

Our students are succeeding

• 28 Advanced Placement classes

• 77.1% of high school students earn college credit

• Apprenticeship programs for juniors and seniors that 

provide career-ready skills
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About our district

Our staff and schools

are outstanding

• Glacier Peak High School teacher 

Tami Caraballo was one of nine 

finalists for the 2020 Washington 

State Teacher of the Year
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About our district

Our staff and schools

are outstanding

• Snohomish High School teacher 

Matt Johnson received the 2019 

International Technology and 

Engineering Educators 

Association (ITEEA) Teacher 

Excellence Award 
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About our district

Our staff and schools are outstanding

• Cathcart Elementary, Centennial Middle School, Seattle Hill 

Elementary were 2018 Schools of Distinction
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Our work 
this school 
year
• Focus on student 

success

• Continue building 
strong 
relationships 
between students, 
families, schools, 
staff and our 
community

• Ensure our school 
buildings are safe, 
welcoming and 
maximize student 
learning
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Building for Our 
Students’ Future



Our facility needs

• Aging elementary schools

• Schools are over capacity

• 43 portable classrooms used for elementary school 
instruction

• Eight portable classrooms used for secondary school 
instruction

• Strong community value to ensure our students have 
equity in school facilities
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February 11, 2020 bond would

• Rebuild aging elementary schools

• Reduce the need for portable classrooms

• Provide safety and security projects for all K-12 facilities

• Make sure our school buildings continue to be a source of 
pride for our community
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Why do school districts need
voter-approved bonds?

• Bonds and levies are funding tools provided by law that 

enable the local community to directly invest in the quality 

of schools.

• Bonds are for building, whereas levies are for learning.

• Revenue from bonds provide funds for school construction 

and capital facility improvement projects. 

• Bonds are financed over 20 years and are                 

comparable to a home mortgage.
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• School funding bonds require 60% approval

• Voter turnout is typically only around 35% for special 

elections

• We know our community is tax-sensitive

However, we could not ignore the needs any longer.
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We know this is not an easy ask



How did we determine what’s on the 
bond measure?

Our Citizen Facility Advisory 

Committee (CFAC) worked hard to:

• Review the conditions of our 

school building

• Explore demographic and 

enrollment projections

• Prioritize needs

• Make a recommendation to our 

School Board for a bond measure
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How were the bond projects selected?

• Safety and security

• Building conditions

• Enrollment capacity

• Space and service standards
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What’s on the 
February 11, 2020 

bond?



Access and opportunity for each 
student
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Rebuilds six of our oldest elementary schools:

• Cascade View Elementary

• Cathcart Elementary

• Dutch Hill Elementary

• Seattle Hill Elementary

• Totem Falls Elementary

Central Primary Center and Emerson Elementary 

would be combined into one new K-6 facility located 

on the Emerson site.



Access and opportunity
for each student
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Reduce the use of portable classrooms throughout our 

district

• We currently have 43 portables for student learning at the 

elementary level and another eight at the secondary level.

Create an early learning center at the current Central 

Primary Center facility

• This would allow for us to better serve our youngest 

learners.



Enhancing school safety
and security
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The bond would provide upgrades to safety and security at 

schools throughout our district, including:

• Exterior digital access control

• Internal access control

• New district-wide radio system

• Redesigned vestibules in secondary schools

• New and upgrade existing camera systems

• Emergency responder antennas at secondary schools



Continuing community pride

This bond will ensure our schools continue to remain a source 
of pride in our community. 

We know the success of our students and the quality of our 
schools is a reflection of our community and a source of pride 
in Snohomish.
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Timeline for work

• District-wide safety and security - Starting immediately

• Cascade View Elementary replacement - Fall 2023

• Cathcart Elementary replacement - Fall 2023

• Dutch Hill Elementary replacement - Fall 2023

• Seattle Hill Elementary replacement - Fall 2023

• Emerson Elementary replacement - Fall 2025

• Totem Falls Elementary replacement - Fall 2026

• Central Primary Center renovation/early learning center           -
Fall 2026

• Maintenance/Transportation - Fall 2028

22



Timeline for work

Additional projects (finish dates to be determined)

• AIM High School/Parkway Campus renovation

• Glacier Peak High School classroom addition

Additional projects by priority (pending funding)

• Glacier Peak High School food service equipment

• Upgrade elementary play fields

• Upgrade secondary softball/baseball fields

• Veterans Memorial Stadium

• Replace aging artificial fields
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Promises Kept



2008 bond

• Renovate Snohomish High School (work completed 2012)

• Replace Valley View Middle School (opened September 2012)

• Renovate and expand Centennial Middle School (work completed 

2012)

• Replace Machias Elementary (opened January 2011)

• Replace Riverview Elementary (opened January 2011)

• Construct Snohomish Aquatic Center (opened January 2014)

• Make district-wide capital improvements

• Acquire classroom technology to improve student learning
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2004 bond

• Construct Little Cedars Elementary (opened fall 2007).

• Construct Glacier Peak High School (opened fall 2008).

• Snohomish High School Building D - This was the first phase 
of major renovation for Snohomish High 
School (opened October 2008).

• Parkway Campus - An existing facility was purchased and 
renovated to house AIM High School and other alternative 
programs.
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What is the cost of 
the bond measure?



2020 capital bond
If approved by voters on 
February 11, 2020, the tax rate for 
the Snohomish School District 
capital bond would be $0.98 per 
$1,000 of assessed valuation.

The average assessed value for a 
home in the Snohomish School 
District is $460,000.  

For a home assessed at that 
amount, the bond would cost about 
$450/year or $38/month. 
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Thank you!

To learn more about our facility 
needs and the capital bond, visit 
www.sno.wednet.edu/2020bond

Ballots are due
February 11, 2020

http://www.sno.wednet.edu/2020bond

